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Dear Colleagues 
 
I would like to acknowledge the enormous contribution that general practitioners have made 
during the COVID-19 response and I thank you for your ongoing support as we roll out the 
largest vaccination program that has ever been implemented in Australia.  
 
A significant challenge that we face is the rate at which evidence and new information is 
emerging, particularly in relation to the available COVID-19 vaccines. I would therefore like to 
take this opportunity to provide you with the latest information in relation to the COVID-19 
vaccination program. 
 
Key messages: 
• Due to the current COVID-19 outbreak across NSW, NSW Health encourages 

everyone 16 years and over in NSW to strongly consider getting their COVID-19 
vaccination now, with any available COVID-19 vaccine 

• Both available COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective. Please encourage patients 
with no medical contraindication to the available COVID-19 vaccine to take up the offer 
of vaccination now. Please discuss the individual benefits and risks of vaccination with 
all patients, noting AstraZeneca is licenced for use in all patients aged 18 years and 
older and Pfizer is licensed for use in patients aged 12 years and over (with limited 
eligibility for 12-15 year olds) 

• NSW Health now advises use of a 4 to 8 week interval between doses of the 
AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine, for all of NSW 

• Consider increasing the interval between first and second doses of Comirnaty (Pfizer) 
from 3 to 6 weeks to facilitate earlier access to first doses for more people in areas of 
greatest risk of COVID-19. 

 
From Monday 23 August: 
• Childcare workers and disability support workers who live or work in a local government 

area (LGA) of concern in Sydney will be required to have at least their first dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine by Monday 30 August (priority bookings will be available for these 
groups at NSW Health clinics – see https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/health-and-
wellbeing/covid-19-vaccination-nsw/priority-covid-19-vaccination-booking-for-16 ) 

• Authorised workers who live in an LGA of concern in Sydney but work outside their LGA 
are only permitted to work if COVID-19 rapid antigen testing is implemented at their 
work-site or they have had their first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine by Monday 30 August 
(priority bookings will be available for these groups at NSW Health clinics – see 
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/health-and-wellbeing/covid-19-vaccination-nsw/priority-
covid-19-vaccination-booking-for-16 ). 

 
From 30 September, all staff who work for NSW Health or in a private health facility, including 
private hospitals and day procedure facilities, will be required to be vaccinated against COVID-
19 to ensure the safety of staff and patients in public and private health facilities across NSW. 

 
Under the Public Health Order, these staff will need to obtain their first dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine by 30 September 2021 and be fully vaccinated by 30 November 2021. Staff with a 
medical contraindication will need to have this certified by a medical practitioner. 
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Additional information: 
 
The current NSW outbreak is due to the Delta variant. The Delta variant has been estimated 
to be more than twice as transmissible as the original strain of SARS-CoV-2. A cohort 
analysis in Scotland found twice the risk of COVID-19 hospital admission (within 14 days of 
testing positive) in patients infected with the Delta variant when compared with Alpha.  
 
The Australian Government is leading the national COVID-19 vaccine program and is 
responsible for securing and distributing COVID-19 vaccines, with states and territories 
implementing parts of the program. The Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine is approved for use in 
people 12 years and over (with limited eligibility for those aged 12-15 years). The 
AstraZeneca vaccine is provisionally licensed for use in people 18 years and older.  
 
There has been significant coverage of the AstraZeneca vaccine and the link to blood clots. 
In Australia (as at 15 August 2021), out of 8.1 million doses of AstraZeneca vaccine there 
have been 112 reports of blood clots assessed as probable or confirmed thrombosis with 
thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS), and 7 reported deaths. This condition can be effectively 
treated when recognised early. Patients should be educated on the signs and symptoms to 
monitor, and be advised to seek medical assistance immediately if they experience them.  
 
People of any age who have received their first dose of COVID-19 AstraZeneca vaccine 
should be offered the second dose of AstraZeneca vaccine, unless they experienced a 
serious adverse event following the first dose. In this case they may be offered the second 
dose of an alternate vaccine if appropriate. 
 
In the context of the current outbreak the Australian Technical Advisory Group on 
Immunisation (ATAGI) have advised that anyone aged 18 years and over in NSW is strongly 
advised to consider receiving the AstraZeneca vaccine if the Pfizer (Comirnaty) vaccine is 
not available. This would include people in regional areas of NSW. ATAGI has also advised 
that while higher efficacy is achieved with a 12 week interval between doses of AstraZeneca, 
in an outbreak context people can be offered the second dose at 4 to 8 weeks to achieve 
better protection more quickly. 
 
People from the Greater Sydney Region should be encouraged to seek vaccination as close 
to their home as possible. Travel from Sydney to regional areas to access vaccination should 
be avoided wherever possible, and is only appropriate for people travelling from areas 
directly adjacent to the regional location.  
 
The Pfizer (Comirnaty) vaccine is now provisionally registered for people aged 12 years and 
older however the eligible cohort currently includes: 

o children aged 12-15 years with specified medical conditions that increase their 
risk of severe COVID-19 

o Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 12-15 years 
o all children aged 12-15 living in remote communities, as part of broader 

community outreach vaccination programs. Remote communities are defined as 
those with a Modified Monash Model (MMM) score of 3 to 7. 

 
There have been concerns raised in relation to the Pfizer (Comirnaty) vaccine and reports of 
myocarditis and/or pericarditis. However, out of the 7.2 million doses of Pfizer vaccine 
administered (as at 15 August 2021), there have been 188 cases in Australia of suspected 
myocarditis and/or pericarditis and no reported deaths. Most myocarditis and pericarditis 
cases linked to mRNA vaccination have been mild and patients have recovered quickly. 
 



 

I understand that there has been uncertainty regarding vaccinating pregnant and breast-
feeding women. Based on advice from ATAGI and the Royal Australian and New Zealand 
College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RANZCOG), pregnant women are a priority 
group and should be routinely offered Pfizer vaccine at any stage of pregnancy. Pregnant 
women with COVID-19 have an increased risk of severe illness and adverse pregnancy 
outcomes. The Australian Government eligibility checker has been updated to prioritise 
access to this vaccine for pregnant women.  
 
Those who are trying to become pregnant do not need to delay vaccination or avoid 
becoming pregnant after vaccination. Real-world evidence has shown that Comirnaty is safe 
for those who are pregnant and breastfeeding. COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca can be 
considered for those who are pregnant, breastfeeding or planning pregnancy, if they cannot 
access Comirnaty and if the benefits of vaccination outweigh the risks for that individual.  
 

Please refer to the Shared decision making guide for women who are pregnant, 
breastfeeding or planning pregnancy for further information. 
 
Additionally, there is also no evidence to suggest COVID-19 vaccines affect fertility. Studies 
in couples who have undergone IVF have shown that COVID-19 vaccines did not affect their 
ability to conceive. Compared to people who weren’t vaccinated against COVID-19, egg 
reserves and sperm quality markers were the same in those who were vaccinated.  
 
Additional information about the program is available on the NSW Health COVID-19 
Vaccination webpage. This information will continue to be updated as more becomes known 
about the vaccines. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you again for your dedication and support as we 
face the ongoing COVID-19 situation. I highly value the contribution from general 
practitioners, and I look forward to continuing to work together as we respond to the 
pandemic. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Dr Kerry Chant PSM 
Chief Health Officer and Deputy Secretary 
Population and Public Health 
 
24/08/21 
 
Encl. 
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